


July 30, 2025

The Town Board of the Town of Lyons met for a meeting on July 30, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall.

Present:  Jim Brady, Supervisor        	      
	  George Dobbins, Councilman
	  Dan LaGasse, Councilman
	  Ryan Robbins, Councilman
               Amy Shaffer, Town Clerk
	  Dan DeWolf, Councilman
	
Also Present: Anthony Villani, Denise Darcangelis, Sam Toner, Brian Engels, Anne Wick, Joan Wallis, Kevin Meehan, Susanne Collins, John Cinelli
  
This meeting was duly noticed by contacting the Times of Wayne newspaper, as well as posting a notice on the Town bulletin board and on the Town’s web site.

All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Councilman Dobbins moved to accept the minutes of the June 25, 2025.  Councilman DeWolf seconded.  Vote:
[bookmark: _Hlk116388410]
Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf abstained
Supervisor Brady voting aye

Councilman LaGasse moved to approve payment vouchers from 6/25/25 through 7/29/25 totaling $551,002.69.  Councilman Robbins seconded.  Vote:

Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye

Brian Engels was in to request the Town’s assistance with the removal of down trees/branches in the South Cemetery to help cut costs to keep the cemetery from being a tax burden due to costs going up and revenue down.  Public cemeteries are non-profit entities; all the money they raise must be used for the operation and maintenance of the cemetery. Cemeteries raise money from the sale of burial lots, interment (burial) fees, the sale of cemetery related products and services, if a private cemetery goes out of business, the responsibility for the cemetery defaults to the local municipality, typically the town where the cemetery is located. The New York State Cemetery Board oversees public, non-profit cemeteries, and if one fails, the town takes over. This can be a complex and challenging situation for the town, involving issues like maintaining the grounds, managing records, and dealing with potential legal and financial issues.  Superintendent Toner stated that they can accommodate and assist in the main cemetery on the East side of 14 with the removal of downed trees.  

Councilman Robbins moved to authorize contingent on the advisement of the Town Attorney.  Attorney Villani will provide the official statute.  Councilman LaGasse seconded.  Vote:

Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye

The discussion in relation to Real Property Tax Law 485 has been tabled for future discussion.

Councilman DeWolf moved to reimburse the property owner at 12 Maple Street $464 for the cost of a new liner that needed to be replaced when a storm drain issue created problems.  Councilman Robbins seconded.  Vote:
    
Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye

Councilman Robbins moved to allow the Elks Lodge #869 to close off a portion of Church Street in front of their building for a picnic for their members on Saturday, August 16th.  Councilman Dobbins seconded.  Vote:

Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye

The topic of the RFP (Request for Proposal) was tabled.

Highway Superintendent Toner reviewed the request of a taxpayer that the Town pay to fix his vehicle due to damage by driving on a freshly tared and stoned roadway.  The individual provided the Town with one quote.  The Board was inquiring as to the nature of said quote as it was a high quote for such.  After discussion it was determined that the work was conducted in accordance with all standard procedures and all safety measures and notifications were in place at the time of the work.

Councilman LaGasse moved to decline the request.  Councilman Robbins seconded.  A letter will be mailed to the individual informing him of the decision.  Vote:

Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye

It was brought to the attention of the Board that it is time to look at the parking lot agreement between the Town of Lyons and the Lyons Public Library.  Councilman Robbins moved to have the Lyons Public Library send a proposed updated agreement to the Board for consideration.  Councilman Dobbins seconded.  Vote:

Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye

The bids for the manhole repair project were opened and there was a considerable difference from the lowest bid to the next bid.  Shawn Bray of the MRB Group spoke to the contractor to determine the situation.  There was confusion with the specifications and the lowest bidder left out the cost of materials which led to the bid being considerably lower than the rest. 

Councilman Dobbins moved to reject the bids due to the confusion and re-bid for this project.  Councilman Robbins seconded.  Vote:
    

Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye

Councilman LaGasse moved to authorize the advertisement of the re-bidding for the Sanitary Manhole repairs.  Councilman Robbins seconded.  Vote:

Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye

Councilman Dobbins moved to authorize Supervisor Brady to sign the updated Compliance Agreement with Delaware River Solar.  Councilman DeWolf seconded.  Vote:

Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye

Councilman Dobbins approved the purchasing of a Welcome to Lyons banner to put across William Street not to exceed $500 if it is reusable.  Councilman DeWolf seconded.  Vote:

Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye

Councilman LaGasse moved to approve hiring someone to finish re-grading and seed the Cole Road property not to exceed $4,000.00.  Councilman Dobbins seconded.  Vote:

Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting nay
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye

Supervisor Brady gave an update for the sidewalk project.  The Town of Lyons has been awarded a grant that we will have to match for the replacement of sidewalks.  This grant can be spread over 3 years.  The Town of Lyons will need to upfront the funds with this grant.  This item has been tabled at this time for further information.

Highway Superintendent Toner provided the Board with quotes for the purchase of a new front-end loader tractor.

On the recommendation of Superintendent Toner, Councilman Robbins moved to approve the purchase of the New Holland tractor not to exceed $52,960.00.  Councilman DeWolf seconded.  Vote:

Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye



Councilman Robbins moved approve the transfer of $40,000.00 from equipment reserve into the equipment purchase line for the purchase of the tractor.  Councilman DeWolf seconded.  Vote:

Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye

Attorney Villani discussed the possibility of seeking County and School participation in Article 7 litigation expenses.  

Councilman Robbins moved to authorize Attorney Villani to have discussion with both the County and School.  Councilman LaGasse seconded.  Vote:

Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye


At 8:30 PM, Councilman LaGasse moved to go into Executive Session for the medical, financial, credit, employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal, or removal of a particular person or corporation.  Councilman Dobbins seconded.  Vote: 

Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye

At 9:03 PM, Councilman DeWolf moved to exit the Executive Session.  Councilman Robbins seconded.  Vote: 
Councilman Dobbins voting aye
Councilman LaGasse voting aye
Councilman Robbins voting aye
Councilman DeWolf voting aye
Supervisor Brady voting aye

As there was no further business the meeting was adjourned.

Amy L. Shaffer
Lyons Town Clerk



